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paint was thus altogether insufficient to justify any
decision whatever. After being- repainted under the
same conditions, with the same materials and on the
same surfaces, it was found, four years afterwards, that
everything was for the good, which was not at all
surprising. The decision, in spite of everything, must be
favourable to white zinc, and it declares that the latter
always behaves a little better than white lead!
In paragraph 17, relative to the comparative experiments
between red lead and red oxide of iron, the Commission
declares its inability to decide the question of superiority
between these two products, but it makes quite a stupefy-
ing remark in saying that it found it necessary to use
more care, and to have more technical skill, in applying
red oxide of iron than in applying red lead ! ! ! There
must be some printer's error there, for the Author refuses
to believe that such a remark could possibly occur in so
serious a report, but here is a peculiar statement: " Red
lead dries very slowly," declares the Commission. That
is a well-known fact; also in practice the drier is always
forced in painting with red lead ; but in examining the
red lead paints used by the Commission, it is found that
one of these red lead paints contains no drier. The
examination of these mixings, given twice in the report
of 1905, shows that there is no possible error, and that the
two coats of red oxide of iron contained drier, whilst that
one of the two coats of red lead is completely free ; the
mixing does not include it. It follows from this abnormal
fact that, as regards the coats of red lead which were
applied on the bridge of the West Docks at Amsterdam,
there was as much drier as 14 per cent, of the weight of the